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Convent 284-8273 
Lewiston, N.Y. School 285-9257

 Summer Camp
June 29th to July 30th 2020.

8:30 to 3:00 pm 
Monday – Thursday

$20.00 a day or $80.00 a week
Present Pre-K 3yrs. to 5th grade.

Latch Key 3:30 – 5:00 @ $5.00 
an hour or any part of an hour.
Campers need: a lunch, snack, 

towel, bathing suit, helmet to ride 
the bike, a smock or old shirt for 
art, hand sanitizer & water bottle 

Music: Pre-K to 5th grade
Time arranged with the teacher

during the summer.
Fee is $20.00 per ½ hr. lesson.

We will have tutoring in Math 
& Reading.

Mon. & Wed. for Math and 
Tues. & Thur. for Reading.                  

The time will be 9:00 to 10:00 and 
10:30 to 11:30 AM and the fee is 

$10.00 per hour. 
For further information and to 

register call 284-8273 or 285-9257

Registration for 2020 – 2021 
school year is on-going.

Call for an appointment to tour 
the school. For information call 

284-8273 or 285-9257

“Lifelong Learning 
Begins at the Villa”

We will follow the regulation set 
by the CDC.906 CENTER ST., LEWISTON

NIAGARA FRONTIER PUBLICATIONS

wnypapers.com

Shine Studio
Military Road

297-0181

A Milestone Video Production. Made possible by funds from…

THE GRANITE SHOP 
402-1046

“ Lori & Friends”“ Lori & Friends”
hosted by Lori Caso

www.loricaso.com

LCTV  Channel 1301
June 8th - June 21st

Retro Show 
     from 1994

Niagara County Department of Health performs fi eld surveillance 
for ticks, warns against exposure & risk of Lyme disease 

BY THE NIAGARA COUNTY 
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

Ticks and tick-borne diseases 
are a public health concern in 
Western New York, including 
Niagara County. With warmer 
weather, ticks are actively feeding 
and reproducing. 

“While several tick species 
can be found in WNY, it is the 
blacklegged tick (deer tick) that 
can transmit Lyme disease. The 
deer tick has spread throughout 
the Northeastern United States, 
including Western New York 
and Niagara County,” said Public 
Health Director Daniel Stapleton. 

Lyme disease can be transmit-
ted when an infected tick bites 
the skin and stays attached long 

enough (generally more than 
24 hours) to inject bacteria into 
the bloodstream. The longer an 
infected tick stays attached, the 
more likely it will transmit Lyme 
disease germs. 

Typical signs and symptoms of 
Lyme disease may include a cir-
cular “bullseye” skin rash, head-
ache, fever and fatigue. Lyme 
disease is easily treated and 
cured with antibiotics in the early 
stages, but if left untreated can 
result in serious complications 
involving joints, immune system, 
nervous system, heart and other 
organs. 

To avoid ticks and tick-borne 
disease, be informed about what 
ticks look like, how to protect 

yourself from ticks, and what 
to do if you fi nd a tick on you or 
someone else. 

√ Perform daily tick checks (on 
both human and pet), especially if 
you have been exploring the out-
doors. 

√ Take precautions by wearing 
light-colored, long pants tucked 
into your socks and a light-col-
ored shirt tucked into pants. It is 
easier to spot a tick on light col-
ored cloths. 

√ Use repellants to avoid ticks 
(in accordance with label instruc-
tions).

√ Put clothes in the dryer after 
being outside. The dry heat from 
a dryer will kill ticks. 

√ Remove ticks safely by using 

sharp tweezers and grabbing the 
tick as close to the skin as pos-
sible, then gently pull up. Contact 
your doctor (or veterinarian) after 
removing the tick to discuss the 
specifi cs of the tick bite, so they 
may determine if the prescription 
of antibiotics is warranted. 

√ Submitting the tick for test-
ing is generally not advised as 
treatment is based upon time of 
attachment. Being able to identify 
if the tick is a deer tick is helpful. 
Identifi cation tools and additional 
information about Lyme disease 
can be found at www.health.
ny.gov/diseases/communicable/
lyme/.

√ Work with your veterinarian 
to choose the right tick preven-

tion treatment for your pet. 
The Niagara County Depart-

ment of Health Environmental 
Health Division conducts fi eld 
surveillance by dragging for 
ticks. The tick-dragging tech-
nique involves dragging a piece of 
white fabric through bushy areas 
and brush. Ticks collected by the 
staff are submitted to the state for 
verifi cation and testing.

“Since it is not possible to test 
or eradicate all ticks, the best way 
to prevent Lyme disease is to take 
actions that prevent ticks from 
biting people through awareness 
and education,” Stapleton empha-
sized.

Since the announcement, local 
shops in Niagara County have 
begun to reopen and customers 
cannot wait to book their appoint-
ments. 

The Clark family, who has 
owned Ciao Hair Salon in the 
Town of Niagara for over 30 years, 
said customers have been “beat-
ing down the door” since they an-
nounced they were reopening last 
week.

“People are defi nitely excited. 
… We were getting calls and mes-
sages online saying, ‘I’ve been 
coming for 30 years, can I be the 
fi rst one, or the second one?’ ” the 
Clark family said. 

“Oh my god they just cannot 
wait to get in the salon. They’re so 
eager,” said Shari Leta, owner of 
Obsessions Salon & Spa in North 
Tonawanda. “I am booked solid 
for the next two weeks.”

King Cut’s owner, “Barber Ber-
to” as he’s known to clients, said, 
during his fi rst week open, he 
and his fi ancé had been coming 
in early and stayed open between 
11:30 p.m. and midnight all week 
long. 

Berto said between seeing all 
of his clients again and reopen-
ing amid all the restrictions, “It 
was like the fi rst day of school, 
you know? A little nervousness, a 
little excitement.” 

He added, “It’s all kind of crazy, 
but at the same time whatever 
makes the public feel safe, I’ll be 
more than happy to jump through 
any hoops they want me to jump 
through.” 

The price of maintaining these 
businesses during the shutdown 
has not been easy, and some busi-
ness owners say they’ve felt left 
out in the cold by state and local 
governments.

Leta, who was set to celebrate 
her business’ seventh year anni-
versary when the shutdown an-
nouncement came, said she came 
precariously close to losing her 
store during the shutdown.

“It’s been a tough road, I’m not 
gonna lie,” Leta said, explaining 
she only received $190 a week 
from unemployment and couldn’t 
qualify for state aid because she 
would’ve had to keep her staff on 
payroll. She said that, without fi -
nancial assistance from her hus-
band and daughter, she believes 
she would’ve had to close or even 
fi le for bankruptcy.

 “I mean, the bills didn’t stop. 
The electric, the taxes – just ev-
erything. So for me, I feel like I’m 

starting all over again,” Leta said.
State-required PPE and other 

necessary requirements also 
don’t come cheap and many stor-
eowners said they’ve purchased 
their own. Leta said she’s spent “a 
couple thousand dollars” between 
PPE, thermometers and a new 
setup for when clients come in. 

Slawich Cut N’ Shave owner 
Mike Slawich said he was also un-
able to get approved for any grants 
or loans. Despite this, he and bar-
ber Robby Phillips said the store 
has gone above and beyond state 
requirements by adding screens 
in between chairs. The decision 
was made partially because both 
of their mothers are nurses.

“Knowing the magnitude of 
what’s going on, we wouldn’t 
want to do anything where people 
had to worry about getting infect-
ed coming in here,” Phillips said. 

Storeowners said that, during 
the shutdown, they received an 
incredible outpouring of sup-
port from the community. Many 
of the aforementioned said they 
received unsolicited donations of 
PPE, and often money from cli-
ents. 

 “I mean, it was just awesome; 
the community is just great. To 
be honest with you, I don’t think 
I’m ever going to shut my door 
again,” Berto said.

This fact might at fi rst seem 
surprising, but as many of these 
owners pointed out, salons and 
barbershops aren’t merely where 
people come to get their hair 
cut. Over the years, customers 
and haircare professionals get to 
know each other intimately, and 
each of the owners interviewed 
referred to their clients as family. 

“There’s a real impact in peo-
ple’s lives. We’re almost like a 
therapist here – people will tell us 

their problems and what they’re 
going through, and we’ll share 
each other’s stories and have 
some touching moments; cry a 
little bit here and there,” Berto 
said. 

That familial element, these 
owners said, is the one thing they 
missed most. 

“One thing we miss is we can’t 
have the waiting rooms open,” 
Phillips said. “It’s a barbershop, 
men come in here and talk smack 
and crack jokes and have fun. So 
we really miss that aspect.” 

His sentiments were echoed by 
Leta, who said, “It’s just not going 
to be as personable as my salon 
used to be. We care about making 
people feel good. 

“No hugging? I mean, that’s 
gonna be really tough. I’m Ital-
ian!”

In the end, anything reminis-
cent of normal, even just a trip 
to the barbershop, makes for a 
welcome reprieve from the seem-
ingly unending supply of depress-
ing news. Despite the restrictions 
and fi nancial headaches, these 
owners said that, in the long run, 
those fl eeting moments of cheer 
are what it’s all about.

“(It’s about) making someone 
who maybe didn’t feel beauti-
ful about themselves when they 
came in … walk out feeling like 
a new person. It just lifts every-

body’s spirits, and that’s what we 
need right now,” the Clark family 
said. “We need people to be in a 
better mood, to be more optimis-
tic about the future, and I think 
we’re adding to that.” 

For area barbershops and sa-
lons struggling to fi nd PPE or 
other necessary supplies, Niaga-
ra County Legislator Rich Andres 
announced Tuesday the Niagara 
County Department of Emergen-
cy Services has a limited amount 
of hand sanitizer and face cover-
ings available to help hair salons 
and barbershops meet state re-
opening guidelines. Stores can 
email their request to ncem@ni-
agaracounty.com.

“Our ‘ReStart Niagara’ effort 
has been doing whatever we can 
to help businesses get up and run-
ning again, including providing 
hand sanitizer and face coverings 
to employers to help them meet 

state guidelines,” said Andres, 
chairman of the county’s econom-
ic development committee. “Many 
hair salons and barbershops called 
looking for face shields, which we 
unfortunately did not have. But 
now that the guidelines have been 
updated to include goggles, we 
do have a supply of those to make 
available.”

He added, “I want to acknowl-
edge the efforts of Jon Schultz 
and our Emergency Services 
Department who continue to pro-
cure and distribute the personal 
protective equipment to help 
businesses get open. We have 
heard from businesses that much 
of this PPE is in short supply, so 
Jon’s effort is an important part 
of getting our economy moving 
again.”

County providing PPE to salons, barbers
Continued from Page 1

√ Ciao Hair Salon – 7201 Porter Road, Niagara Falls, NY; 297-1777

√ King Cuts Barbershop – 384 Twin Ci� es Memorial Highway, North 
Tonawanda; 994-4152

√ Obsessions Salon & Spa – 1226 Payne Ave., North Tonawanda; 693-
4088

√ Slawich Cut N’ Shave – 3571 Niagara Falls Blvd., North Tonawanda; 
622-5242

Have a seat
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